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Parable of the Two Sons

Matthew 21:28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 His son replied, ‘I don't want to,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 Then the father went to the other son and told him the same thing. He replied, ‘I will, sir,’ but he didn't go. 31 Which of the two did the father's will?”


Other Verses to read

Mt 7:21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven."
And so he asks: 

Lu 6:46"Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?"
2 Tim 3:5 “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”
Titus 1:16” They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate”. 
Discussion Questions

Do you have examples from you own life where someone has agreed with you verbally, but only to be "polite" or for whatever reason, but is reality disagreed with you? (The Indian (Asian) culture is particularly prone to this) 

What are possible reasons the son didn't do his father's will after agreeing to do it? 

Why today do people call Jesus Lord but not do his will? 

The ones who simply call Jesus Lord, but not do his will, have they entered his kingdom? 

What about those who denied Jesus in the past, but now obey him? 
The Lesson

What does this parable say to us today? Obviously, Jesus is dealing with two groups of people who exist even today. There are those whose profession is much better than their practice. There are those people whose practice is far better than their profession. They often look and sound tough on the outside, but we might discover that they are performing kind and generous things, as if almost in secret—as if they are ashamed of what they are doing. They may profess to have no interest in the church or religion, yet when it comes to it, they seem to be living more Christian lives than many professing Christians. The real point of the parable is this: while the second group might be preferred over the first group, neither group is anything like perfect. The really good person is the one whose practice matches his profession and vice versa. The ideal son would be the one who, without question, accepted the father’s orders and cheerfully carried them out.
"Feeling someone’s pain" is not the same as doing something about it. James said it best: "But prove yourselves to be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves" (James 1:22). James also stated that "faith without works is dead" (James 3:17).
Got questions? Call Rev. Jerry Thangiah 706 833 5667


