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The Parable of Sheep and Goats   Matthew 25: 31-46
The figure of sheep and goats is used for the accepted and rejected because of the habits and color of the animals.
Sheep are inoffensive and easily led; they are noted for their mildness, simplicity, innocence, patience and usefulness. Goats are naturally mischievous, wayward, quarrelsome and ill-centered, Goats are extremely destructive. Sheep are usually white whilst goats are black, speaking of righteousness and sin. 
Moreover, the two animals maintain a measure of separateness, for though goats might mingle with sheep, there is no disposition on either side for more intimate acquaintance. When drinking, around wells, they appear instinctively to classify themselves apart; at night, they settle down in separate, distinctive groups.
Understanding the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats lies in their surprised responses. Both the sheep and the goats respond, "When did we see you in need and help you?" (Verses 37-39, 44). 
Lesson 1: The basis of His judgment is how they treated Christ! 
Of course, their treatment of Christ manifests itself in how they treated those in whom Christ lived, those who had His Spirit.

Lesson 2: is no less important than the first. Jesus is our Judge who is interested in love from the heart, not a false love ie: the sheep even unconsciously and naturally help others and the goats were blind to other’s needs
The true love of God is seen in the sheep. As the sheep respond to their brother's need, they are united in their distress and at the same time unwittingly, unconsciously, without hypocrisy, align themselves with Christ. 
"By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 13:35).

Got questions? Call Rev. Jerry Thangiah 706 833 5667


