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“The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard”  (Matthew 20:1-16)
It is important to know what this parable is not talking about. 
It is not talking about salvation. Nobody works for salvation. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, (9) not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

Neither is this parable about rewards. Rewards are received on the basis of faithful-ness and service. Rev.22:12 says, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
Jesus is warning about having the wrong attitude in our service.
Four very real dangers in Serving with a wrong attitude as seen in this parable:
First, there is the Danger of Comparison. (v. 10)

Secondly, there is the Danger of Complaining. (vv. 11-12)

Thirdly, there is the Danger of  speaking derogatorily about the workers who came late saying, “these last ones.”

Fourthly, this ultimately leads to the Danger of bitterness toward God.

Complaining (the Bible refers to it as murmuring) is an infectious disease that robs us and all those around us of joy.

The master justifies his actions on the basis of three things.

            On the basis of agreement. (v. 13) “Did you not agree with me for a denarius?”

On the basis of ownership. (v. 15a) “Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with   my own things?” 
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            On the basis of Grace. (v.15b) “…is your eye evil because I am good?”
Got questions? Call Rev. Jerry Thangiah 706 833 5667


