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New wine and Old wine skins

Luke 5:33-39

The Pharisees' criticise: "John's disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking" (5:33). The implication is that Jesus and his followers aren't as spiritual as John the Baptist and the Pharisees. Many Pharisees WERE hypocrites with exterior practices that masked a selfish heart. Some were sincere, but encumbered by a great weight of legal minutiae which composed much of their religious practice.

The Bridegroom and His Guests (5:34-35)
The Pharisees were more interested in putting Jesus down rather than making a sincere inquiry. Jesus answers "Can you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them?" (5:34 )Jesus is saying just as you don't fast while the bridegroom's hosts the wedding celebration, neither should my disciples fast while I am ushering in the Kingdom of God. It is a time for celebration, not for mourning. 
Patched Garments (5:36)

Now, as he often did, Jesus uses an incident of the Pharisees' criticism as the occasion for teaching. The Pharisees and scribes are insisting that Jesus conform to their traditions. Jesus speaks in parables to explain -- especially for his disciples benefit. First, he uses the metaphor of patched garments: Jesus is saying that to try to attach the new to the old not only results in destruction of the new ("he will have torn the new garment"), but also the old, which won't look right and will eventually tear again. He makes the same point with a parable about new wine and old.

New Wine in Old Wineskins (5:37-38)
While we aren't familiar with the details of wineskins, Jesus' hearers are. He didn't have to explain fermentation and the aging of leather. They know what he means. You can't join the new to the old or you'll ruin both the new wine and the old skin. The gas pressure from the fermentation is eventually so great that the inflexible old skin ruptures, and the new wine gushes out onto the ground and is wasted. 

Integrating the New with the Old

In pouring the Life of the Spirit into Your Life, What are the structures of our own age and culture that cannot coexist with the new wine of the Spirit? What have we tried to sew Christianity onto that will cause a greater tear and undermine the faith itself? In Jesus' day it was the legalistic spirit of Pharaiseism. What is it in your own life? What is it in your work, your community, your school, your environment?

The message is to be uncompromising about our faith and the work of the Spirit in our lives. We are a new creation, old has gone, new has come. (II Corin 5:17)
Got questions? Call Rev. Jerry Thangiah 706 833 5667


