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Parable of the unmerciful servant Matthew 18: 21-35
The parable is told as an answer to a question by Peter about forgiveness:

We’ve often discussed the nature of parables; how they’re heavenly stories put into an earthly context and how the major characters always symbolize others. In the case of this parable the King is the Lord, you and I are His servants, the debts we owe represent our sins, and the jailer is Satan. 

And the first point. The King had forgiven a debt the servant couldn’t have repaid in a hundred lifetimes, and did so simply because he was asked to. The servant on the other hand demanded full and immediate payment from a friend for a much, much smaller sum. Now 4 months wages is a debt worthy of collection, and forgiving an amount that size would be a major sacrifice for most people. But the issue is not the legitimacy or even the size of the debt, it’s the comparative value. Shouldn’t being released from the burden of a debt so large he could never repay it have made the servant even a little more forgiving toward his brother? 

The servant’s demand for payment demonstrated his lack of gratitude for what the King had done for him, and that’s what aroused the King’s anger. Summoning the Jailer, the King ordered his servant punished until he repaid all he owed.

This parable makes a number of points:

· God's forgiveness of sin is of enormous magnitude, like the 10,000 talents.

· This enormous degree of forgiveness should be the model for the way that Christians forgive others.

· An unforgiving nature is offensive to God

· Forgiveness must be genuine
(The talent in this parable was worth about 6,000 denarii, so that one debt is 600,000 times as large as the other. More significantly, 10,000 (a myriad) was the highest Greek numeral, and a talent the largest unit of currency, so that 10,000 talents was the largest easily described debt (for comparison, the combined annual tribute of Judea, Samaria, and Idumea around this time was only 600 talents, and one denarius was a day's wages, so that 10,000 talents would be about 200,000 years' wages. The setting is the court of some king in another country, where the "servants" could rank as highly as provincial governors.)
"Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors." Mt 6:12


Got questions? Call Rev. Jerry Thangiah. (706) 833 5667


