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Parables of the Lost (and Found) or “God’s Love”

The lost sheep (Luke 15:3-7)  In this parable, a man has 100 sheep, but one sheep wanders away. The shepherd then searches for the sheep. He finds it and brings it home. He is very happy, and he tells his neighbors about his joy. 
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The lost coin (Luke 15:8-10)  The next parable is about a woman who loses a coin. She looks for it very carefully, and she finds it. She then calls to her friends to be happy with her.

The lost son (Luke 15:11-32)  The third parable is about a man who had two sons. The younger son asked his father for money. The son wanted to receive immediately the money that he would receive after the father’s death. Then the son went away into a far country. He wasted his money in bad habits and wrong behavior. At last, everything went wrong for this son. He had no more money to buy food. He went back to his father. He wanted to be like a servant to his father. But the father was watching for the lost son. The father always hoped that the lost son would come back. The father saw his son approach. So, the father ran to meet his son. The father made a great party because of the return of the lost son. 
As the story completes, the Pharisees by their own pride take the honoring label of being “righteous.” However Jesus placed themselves in the position of being the less significant group of ninety-nine: “there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” There may be a bit of sarcasm in the reference to the Pharisees “who do not need to repent” (see Romans 3:23).

 Patterns of Consistency in the parables
1) The main character possessed something valuable and did not want to loose it.

2) The main character expresses care in looking for it or waiting to get it back.
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3) The main character rejoices in the finding of the lost thing, but does not rejoice alone.

4) Each thing that was lost has a personal value not just a monetary                                           value: shepherds cared for their sheep, women cherished wedding                                               coin headwear, and father didn’t worry about the lost wealth but his son.
Life Application: Apply the above points to the relationship of 

GOD verses Man.

Got questions? Call Rev. Jerry Thangiah 706 833 5667

