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The Parable of the Light 

(Matthew 5:14-16, Mark 4:21; Luke 8:16-17; 11:33-36),
Jesus Christ uses two figures of speech to express the responsibility of true Christians to influence the world: "a city . . . on a hill" and "a lamp . . . on a lamp stand."                           A. representing a disciple's far-ranging and widespread exposure to others.                                   B. illustration of a lamp illuminating the home: a disciple's more intimate influence. Christian's actions cannot be hidden from the eyes of either our families or the world.
1. How does "the light of the world" relate to "a city that is set on a hill"?                             Matthew 5:14; John 11:9; 1:4; 8:12; Revelation 21:23-24.

What the sun is to the natural world, Jesus is to the moral world.                                                      Light is of a three-fold nature: natural, artificial, and spiritual.                                                        The light of the sun is natural; that of a lamp, artificial; that of the Word is spiritual

The apostles, ministers, and all Christians are lights of the world, because they, by their witness, show what 1)God requires, 2)what man's condition is, 3) and what way leads to the Kingdom of God.

2. Why should light not be hidden?                                                                                                  Jesus had enlightened (revealed the Truth) them so that others might also see the light and benefit from it. God gives His truth to us to benefit others. It should not be concealed but show itself in stark contrast to the wicked world, thereby exposing and instructing it. 

3. What should shine in view of others?                                                                                          A Christian's righteous life, pleasant attitude, and good works, including pure conversation and faithful obedience, should not be hidden but be seen and known. We can give no light until we have received the grace of God and the enlightenment that comes through the Holy Spirit. 
4. What should be our proper motive for letting our light shine?                                                   A Christian should not let his light shine to be praised by others, but to bring glory to the Father. 
5. We learn five principles in this parable:

1. God's truth cannot be concealed. 2. Where light is not manifesting in our lives, we make no witness. 3. Those that profess Christianity yet live like worldly people prove that they are not truly converted. 4. Attempting to hide our Christianity betrays God's trust, injures the cause of goodness, and renders our lives useless. 5. Good actions will be seen, leading people to honor God. No sincere and humble Christian lives in vain, for at midnight even the feeblest light is of use.

Have any questions? Call Rev. Jerry Thangiah 706 833 5667

