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The Parable of the Money Lender (Luke 7:36-50)

There are three principle characters in this story, all of which are relevant to us. The Lord Jesus is, of course, the star of the story. He, unlike the others, deals with this woman in love and forgiveness. The woman, who is never named, is the recipient of our Lord’s forgiveness. She represents the “sinners” who are strangely attracted to Jesus. The host, Simon, was a Pharisee, and as such he represents at least the perception which many “sinners” have of the church and of Christians. It is from these characters and their relationship with each other that the message of our story is to be found.

The Structure of the Text
(1) The Setting—vv. 36-38
(2) Simon’s Thoughts and Jesus’ Response—vv. 39-47

(3) Jesus’ Response to the woman—vv. 48-50

 (1) Worship is for sinners. The woman who worshipped Jesus was a sinner. Our Lord neither denied this, nor minimized it. It is important to recognize that sinners can worship God. 

(2) Worship takes place at the feet of Jesus. The proper position for our worship is at the feet of Jesus. While Simon did not even do justice to our Lord’s head, the woman was only comfortable at Jesus’ feet. She kissed them, washed them, and dried them with her hair. 
(3) Worship is preoccupation with the person of Jesus Christ. The woman who worshipped at the feet of Jesus was preoccupied with Him, and Him alone. The fact that there were those present who disdained her did not matter, for she cared only about what her Lord thought about her. 
(4) Worship is not concerned about receiving something from our Lord, but giving something to him. Jesus was approached by many people, most of whom wanted something from Him. But this woman’s worship was expressed by her giving to Jesus, not getting from Him. 
(5) Worship involves the emotions. The tears of the woman who worshipped Him by washing His feet are most significant. 
(6) The worship of this woman was without one word. While our Lord spoke to this woman, Luke did not record so much as one word which she spoke to Him. The best worship may be wordless.

(7) Finally, True worship is not easily hindered. There were many reasons why this woman could have stayed away from Jesus and not worshipped Him. She was not invited. She was not wanted. She might be expelled. She would be scorned. There would be hypocrites there. But in spite of many difficulties, the woman did what she desperately desired to do—she worshipped Jesus. 

Got questions? Call Rev. Jerry Thangiah 706 833 5667


